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SALEM COUNTY 


Novel fix 
for a $1B 
problem 


Delaware River and Bay Authority commissioners 
Doug Van Sant, left, and Michael Ratchford on 
Tuesday flip a switch to power a new $35 million 
dehumidification system for the cables on the 
Delaware Memorial Bridge in Salem County. 


The Delaware Memorial Bridge is only the second bridge in the U.S. to employ this technology. Part of the project includes installing 
airtight wraps around the two 4,100-foot-long cables on each of the spans. Photos by Joe Warner, for The Star-Ledger 


$35M dehumidifier expected to prolong life of bridge 


Bill Gallo Jr. For The Star-Ledger 


When it gets really humid in your home, envelopes stick together and mold can begin to grow, so you may invest 


several hundred of dollars for a dehumidifer to dry out the air in your house to deal with the problems. But when 


humid air gets to the steel cables supporting one of the world’s largest suspension bridges, it can create a $1 billion 


problem. The solution: Essentially, a $35 million dehumidifier. 
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Penns Grove 


To prevent future failures in the cables 
that hold up the twin spans of the Delaware 
Memorial Bridge, the span’s operators last 
week activated a multimillion-dollar dehu- 
midification system into operation designed 
to protect the bridge. 

It is only the second bridge in the U.S. to 
employ this technology. 

“This is an investment in the future and 
something that will lengthen the life span 
of this bridge,” said Delaware River and Bay 
Authority Executive Director Thomas Cook. 
“Its a small investment which will pay divi- 
dends for years.” 

Cook was one of several authority officials 
and members of the team who donned hard- 
hats and safety vests last Tuesday and made 
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their way down the narrow stairs 
and catwalks inside the New Jersey 
anchorage on the Delaware-bound 
span of the bridge. 

They made their way into a new, 
small room which houses the dehu- 
midification plant. Identical ones 
have been installed in each of the 
three other anchorages on the twin 
spans. 

With the flick of a switch, author- 
ity commissioners Doug VanSant 
and Michael Ratchford, the chair 
and vice chair of the authority’s 
project committee, actually put the 
system into operation for the north 
SEE BRIDGE, 2 
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MORRISTOWN 


5 black 
churches 
targeted 
by vandal 


Police rule out bias, say 
suspect a former congregant 


Rob Jennings For The Star-Ledger 


Authorities have ruled out bias as the 
motive in the vandalism of five predom- 
inantly black churches after charging a 
45-year-old Morristown resident on Sun- 
day. 

Zuri C. Towns attended services at one 
of the churches as a child, Morris County 
Prosecutor Fredric Knapp said. 

“As a result of the investigation, no 
evidence was obtained that would indi- 
cate this was a bias incident which legally 
requires purpose to intimidate a person or 
group based upon their protected class,” 
authorities said in a news release announc- 
ing the arrest. 

Towns has been charged with four 
counts of fourth-degree criminal mischief 
and one count of third-degree criminal 
mischief. 

Members of the five churches discov- 
ered on Saturday that exterior signs had 
been broken or damaged. At one church, a 
stained glass window was shattered. 

Four of the churches are in Morristown: 
Church of God in Christ for All Saints: 
Bethel A.M.E. Church; Calvary Baptist 
SEE CHURCHES, 3 


EDUCATION 


The one hurdle 
to free county 
college? Money 


Otherwise, experts say 
Murphy’s pledge could work 


Kelly Heyboer For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey’s county colleges charged 
full-time students an average of $4,700 — 
or $123 per credit — in annual tuition and 
fees last year, according to state statistics. 

Under a new plan, those tuition bills 
could all disappear. 

Gov.-elect Phil Murphy campaigned ona 
promise to make New Jersey the fifth state 
in the nation to make county college tui- 
tion free for all students. 

“We can and we must open the doors of 
opportunity, wide, for all residents,” Mur- 
phy said in September, weeks before the 
Democrat easily beat Republican Lt. Gov. 
Kim Guadagno to win the governor’s seat. 

Now that Murphy is headed to Trenton, 
could free county college tuition — which 
would cost the state at least $200 million — 
become a reality? 

Lawrence Nespoli, longtime president 
SEE COLLEGE, 3 
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